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lenistic readers, notwithstanding Baldensperger's strictures on Har- 
nack (p. 165), and that early tradition is correct in holding that the 
opposition which the evangelist met was mainly of the Gnostic specula- 
tive sort. 



Rush Rhees. 
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Notes on St. Paul : Corinthians, Galatians, Romans. By 
Joseph Rickabv, S. J. London : Burns & Oates, Limited, 
1898. Pp. vii+455. 7s. 6d. 

This book bears the Imprimatur of the cardinal archbishop of 
Westminster, and is interesting as an attempt to popularize St. Paul's 
letters for Roman Catholic readers. It should prove a successful 
attempt, for its author brings to his task considerable learning and 
admirable power of clear and concise expression, and an open mind 
on all questions that have not been closed for him by authoritative 
declarations of the church. For some Protestant readers there will be 
surprise that so great freedom is tolerated, especially in the criticism 
of the text of the Vulgate. Galatians, chap. 2, in no wise compromises 
the supremacy of Peter, while the epistle to the Romans was written 
" not for their need, but for their dignity, as one dedicates a book to a 
man of great name" (p. 291). The finality of ecclesiastical authority 
is supported by 2 Cor. 10 : 5 and Gal. 1 : 8. The " pledge of the 
Spirit," in 2 Cor. 1 : 22, is interpreted of priestly orders. The sacrifice 
of the mass is found in 1 Cor. 10: 17 and 11 : 25, in the last passage, 
in obedience to the declaration of the council of Trent. Some par- 
ticular interpretations call for remark. The author follows Chrysos- 
tom and Theodoret in finding in 1 Cor. 7:21 advice to slaves not to 
run away; the "angels" of 1 Cor. 11:10 are the "ministering 
angels" of Heb. 1:14; Romans is "really a glorification of the 
sacramental system, not of free grace away from sacraments" (p. 321); 
hence we are not surprised to find Rom. 3 : 26, " him that hath faith in 
Jesus," needs to be supplemented by Mark 16 : 16, "and is baptized." 
Faith throughout is understood of assent to a creed (see the quotation 
from Aquinas, p. 251), and this leads inevitably to a misunderstanding 
of the Protestant doctrine of justification (p. 219). In like manner grace 
is always interpreted sacramentally, an interpretation which reaches its 
extreme in identifying the ayairi; of 1 Cor., chap. 13, with the aydirr] 
tov 6tov of Rom. 5:5, and explaining it of " the theological virtue of 
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charity, which is either identical with, or inseparably attached to, the 
gift of sanctifying grace, by the possession of which we are said to be 
in a state of grace" (p. 98); hence the following comment on 1 Cor. 
J 3 : 4 _ 7 '• "A man may of course be in the state of grace and commit 
many venial sins of impatience, unkindness, selfishness, etc.," the author 
appealing to Luke 13 16-9 to indicate the danger of failing long to 
bear " the fruits of charity " (p. 100). But it must not be understood 
that such violence of interpretation is characteristic; the general 
impression of the book is very favorable, and some difficult passages 
are handled with uncommon skill, notably 2 Cor. 5:16; Gal. 3 : 20, 
and the familiar antithesis of "flesh and spirit" (p. 277). The author 
follows Lightfoot on the order of the epistles he treats, quotes several 
times from him, and once from Ellicott. Apparently his chief master 
has been Chrysostom. One feels the lack of adequate introductions to 
the several epistles. The book is excellently printed. Two type 
errors, however, have been noticed : P. 34, 1. 2 from top, 2 Cor. v. 5 
should read 2 Cor. ii. 6 (?), and on p. 407 the heading should read 
ROMANS xi. 1, not ii. 1. The notes on 2 Cor. 12 : 2-4 and Gal. 1:17 
need to be brought into agreement concerning the time of Paul's 
special revelation. There is a good index. 



Rush Rhees. 
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Epistle to the Ephesians. A Practical Exposition. By C. 
Gore. London : Murray ; New York : Imported by Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1898. Pp. x + 278. $1.50. 

Canon Gore says in his preface that the " ordinary Christian read- 
ing of the Bible is at a standstill ; " academic study of the New Testa- 
ment has made great headway, but popular appreciation and use of it 
has fallen badly off. It is, accordingly, his purpose to put the epistle 
to the Ephesians within easy reach of the average modern reader. 
The exposition is practical and homiletic. And the line of practical 
exposition taken is largely "social." The epistle is treated as a body 
of ethics which deal with the individual only in so far as he is a mem- 
ber of an ideal ethical society, by Paul called the church. 

In pursuance of this end, the introduction, in a clear and pleasing 
way, describes the place of the epistle in its relation to Paul's own 
mind and to the heathen society he confronted. The body of the 
book is an easy and flowing exposition. There are no technicalities of 



